
 

 

Here are some ideas for your products. There are technology infused 

options and more analog options. Have a great summer of reading! 

Technology options 
Technology brings interest back into reading and helps students continue to find reading that they 
enjoy while providing the teacher with feedback about student reading comprehension. These are 
great alternatives to book reports that will keep your students from ‘readicide’. Most of the above 
tools have the added benefit of being able to be embedded into a classroom blog, website, or wiki. All 
student projects can be collected, organized, and viewed in one place. It doesn’t get better than this! 

1. Create a cartoon version of the book they have just finished. Use a tool like 
http://www.pixton.com/ or http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/ to inject a 
little fun into the book report.  

2. Create a short video clip about the book. Video an interview type show where you 
interview characters in the book, create a short movie trailer for the book, or actually 
have characters act out portions of the book. Have your parents upload the video to 
YouTube 

3. Create a virtual poster advertising the book. Think about movie posters, they give just 
enough information to give you a taste of what the movie will be about. They also 
contain information such as the title of the movie, the major actors, and a rating. Use 
Glogster http://glogster.edu to create an online book poster that acts as an 
advertisement for the book you just read. Include the title and author of the book, 
key characters, use pictures that support the story line, and create a tag line that will 
make others want to read the book. 

4. Create your own virtual bookshelf with Shelfari http://shelfari.com. Shelfari allows 
students to display books on a virtual bookshelf. Connect with other students and 
teachers, sharing book recommendations and reading reviews.  

5. Create a bookcast. Bookcasting is a recorded audio podcast about a book. A bookcast 
is a movie trailer-like audio review of a book that students can create and share with 
one another. Students can use Garageband on an iPad or any recording app on a 
tablet or phone. Free computer tools such as Audacity http://audacity.com, G Cast 
http://gcast.com, or Pod Bean http://podbean.com are also available for recording 
audio. 

6. Create a timeline of events in the story they just read in an online timeline. Capzles 
http://capzles.com is an interactive timeline creator. Add photos, video, audio and 
text to their timeline to support telling the story sequentially.  

7. Make a wiki to share book reviews of the books you read. Free wikis can be created in 
Wikispaces. Just email Ms. Daniel at mdaniel@houstonisd.org and she will set up a 
wikipage for you.  

8. Create a Voice Thread with http://voicethread.com. It’s an amazing site that allows 
students to create web 2.0 slide shows that become interactive and collaborative. 

http://www.pixton.com/
http://www.makebeliefscomix.com/Comix/
http://glogster.edu/
http://shelfari.com/
http://audacity.com/
http://gcast.com/
http://podbean.com/
http://capzles.com/
mailto:mdaniel@houstonisd.org
http://voicethread.com/


 

 

Kolter I  Reading Student Book Review 

 
Name ______________________________________ Teacher _____________ 
 
Title of Book _________________________________ 
 
Author ______________________________________ 
 

Rate the Book in each of the following areas. 
 

    Outstanding  Good  Fair  Poor 
 
Interesting Characters    _____  _____  _____  _____ 
 
Exciting Story     _____  _____  _____  _____ 
 
Good Ending      _____  _____  _____  _____ 
 
Good Descriptions     _____  _____  _____  _____ 
 
Recommend to Others    _____  _____  _____  _____ 
 
 

Write a paragraph describing your feelings about this book. 

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

Book Summary 
 
Name ______________________________________ Teacher __________________________ 
 
Title of Book  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Author of Book _____________________________________________________________ 
 
In each box write a sentence and draw a picture that tells about the beginning, the middle, and the  
end of the book.  Kindergarten and first grade students may dictate the sentences for the parent to 
write.  Pictures should be drawn by the child.  
 

Beginning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Middle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

End 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Name ______________________________________ Teacher __________________________ 
 
Title of Book  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Author of Book _____________________________________________________________ 

 

Non-fiction News 
 
Topic: ____________________________________________ 

 
 

Fact 1 Fact 2 

Write fact 1 here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Write fact 2 here: 

Illustrate fact 1 here: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Illustrate fact 2 here: 



 

 

The Story Unfolds 
Name ______________________________________ Teacher __________________________ 
 
Title of Book  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Author of Book _____________________________________________________________ 

 
How well did you understand the story? Fill in the sections below.   
 
Main Characters:  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Problem or Conflict in the Story 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Major Event #1:  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Major Event #2:  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Major Event #3:  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Outcome or Solution:  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 

Name ______________________________________ Teacher __________________________ 
 
Title of Book  _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Author of Book _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Fact Finder for Non-Fiction Books 
 
 

Topic: 
 

Fact 1: 
 

 
 

Fact 2: 
 

 
 

Fact 3: 
 

 
 

Fact 4: 
 

 
 

Fact 5: 
 

 
 

Fact 6: 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Story Comparison 
 

Name ______________________________________ Teacher __________________________ 
 
Title of Book One  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Author of Book One ______________________________________________________ 
 
Title of Book Two  ______________________________________________________ 
 
Author of Book Two ______________________________________________________ 
 

 
Story One 

Title 

________________________________ 

 

Characters 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 

Setting 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 

Problem 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 

Solution 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 

Story Two 

Title 

________________________________ 

 

Characters 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 

Setting 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 

Problem 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 

 

Solution 

________________________________

________________________________

________________________________ 



 

 

Main Idea 

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________ 

Non-Fiction Main Idea and Details 
 
Name ______________________________________ Teacher _____________ 
 
Book Title____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Author______________________________________________________________________

Supporting Detail #1 

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

_________________________________________ 

Supporting Detail #3 

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Supporting Detail #2 

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________

__________________________________________ 



 

 

More Book Report Product Ideas… 

1. Create a sculpture of a character. Use any combination of soap, wood, clay, sticks, 
wire, stones, old toy pieces, or any other object. An explanation of how this character 
fits into the book should accompany the sculpture. 

2. Interview a character from your book. Write at least ten questions that will give the 
character the opportunity to discuss his/her thoughts and feelings about his/her role 
in the story. However you choose to present your interview is up to you. 

3. Write a diary that one of the story's main characters might have kept before, during, 
or after the book's events. Remember that the character’s thoughts and feelings are 
very important in a diary. 

4. Build a miniature stage setting of a scene in the book. Include a written explanation of 
the scene. 

5. Make several sketches of some of the scenes in the book and label them. 
6. Construct puppets to present a show of one or more interesting parts of the book. 
7. Imagine that you are the author of the book you have just read. Suddenly the book 

becomes a best seller. Write a letter to a movie producer trying to get that person 
interested in making your book into a movie. Explain why the story, characters, 
conflicts, etc., would make a good film. Suggest a filming location and the actors to 
play the various roles. YOU MAY ONLY USE BOOKS WHICH HAVE NOT ALREADY BEEN 
MADE INTO MOVIES. 

8. Construct a diorama (three-dimensional scene which includes models of people, 
buildings, plants, and animals) of one of the main events of the book. Include a written 
description of the scene. 

9. Write a letter to the main character of your book asking questions, protesting a 
situation, and/or making a complaint and/or a suggestion. This must be done in the 
correct letter format. 

10. Read the same book as one of your friends. The two of you make a video of 
MASTERPIECE BOOK REVIEW, a program which reviews books and interviews authors. 

11. If the story of your book takes place in another country, prepare a travel brochure 
using pictures you have found or drawn. 

12. After reading a book of history or historical fiction, make an illustrated timeline 
showing events of the story and draw a map showing the location(s) where the story 
took place. 

13. Read a book that has been made into a movie. Write an essay comparing the movie 
version with the book. 

14. Create a mini-comic book relating a chapter of the book. 
15. Make three posters about the book using two or more of the following media: paint, 

crayons, chalk, paper, ink, real materials. 



 

 

16. Design costumes for dolls and dress them as characters from the book. Explain who 
these characters are and how they fit in the story. 

17. Write and perform an original song that tells the story of the book. 
18. After reading a book of poetry, do three of the following:  

a. Do an oral reading 
b. Write an original poem 
c. Act out a poem 
d. Display a set of pictures which describe the poem 
e. Write original music for the poem 
f. Add original verses to the poem. 

19. Be a TV or radio reporter, and give a report of a scene from the book as if it is 
happening "live". Have a parent video you. 

20. Design a book jacket for the book. 
21. Create a newspaper for your book. Summarize the plot in one article, cover the 

weather in another, do a feature story on one of the more interesting characters in 
another. Include an editorial and a collection of ads that would relate to the story. 

22. Do a collage/poster showing pictures or 3-d items that related to the book, and then 
write a sentence or two beside each one to show its significance. 

23. Construct puppets and present a show of one or more interesting parts of the book. 
24. Make a mobile about the story. 
25. Write about what you learned from the story. 
26. Write a different ending for your story. 
27. Write a different beginning. 
28. Write a letter to the author of the book. 
29. Compare and contrast two characters in the story. 
30. Free write your thoughts, emotional reaction to the events or people in the book. 
31. Make a time line of all the events in the book. 
32. Make a map of where the events in the book take place. 
33. Write a diary that one of the story's main characters might have kept before, during, 

or after the book's events. Remember that the character's thoughts and feelings are 
very important in a diary. 

34. Make a poster advertising your book so someone else will want to read it. 
35. Write a feature article (with a headline) that tells the story of the book as it might be 

found on the front page of a newspaper in the town where the story takes place. 
36. Choose a quote from a character. Write why it would or wouldn't be a good motto by 

which to live your life. 
37. Choose one part of the story that reached a climax. If something different had 

happened then, how would it have affected the outcome? 
38. Make a Venn diagram on the ways you are like and unlike one of the characters in your 

story. 



 

 

39. Write about one of the character's life twenty years from now. 
40. Write a letter from one of the characters to a beloved grandparent or friend. 
41. Send a postcard from one of the characters. Draw a picture on one side, write the 

message on the other. 
42. Plan a party for one or all of the characters involved. 
43. Choose birthday gifts for one of the characters involved. Tell why you chose them. 
44. Draw a picture of the setting of the climax. Why did the author choose to have the 

action take place here? 
45. Make a travel brochure advertising the setting of the story. 
46. Choose five "artifacts" from the book that best illustrate the happenings and meanings 

of the story. Tell why you chose each one. 
47. Stories are made up; on conflicts and solutions. Choose three conflicts that take place 

in the story and give the solutions. Is there one that you wish had been handled 
differently? 

48. Pretend that you are going to join the characters in the story. What things will you 
need to pack? Think carefully, for you will be there for a week, and there is no going 
back home to get something! 

49. Write a letter (10-sentence minimum) to the main character of your book asking 
questions, protesting a situation, and/or making a complaint and/or a suggestion. 

50. If the story of your book takes place in another country, prepare a travel brochure 
using pictures you have found or drawn. 

51. Write a one sentence summary of each chapter and illustrate the sentence. 
52. Mark a bookmark for the book, drawing a character on the front, giving a brief 

summary of the book on back after listing the title and author. 
53. Write a multiple choice quiz of the book with at least ten questions. 
54. Tell what you think the main character in the book would like for a birthday present 

and tell why. 
55. Add a new character and explain what you would have him/her do in the story. 
56. You must give up your favorite pet (whom you love very much) to one of the 

characters in the book. Which character would you choose? Why? 
57. Invite one of the characters to dinner, and plan an imaginary conversation with the 

person who will fix the meal. What will you serve, and why? 
58. Nominate one of the characters for an office in local, state or national government. 

Which office should they run for? What are the qualities that would make them be 
good for that office? 

59. Pretend that you can spend a day with one of the characters. Which character would 
you choose? Why? What would you do? 

60. Write a scene that has been lost from the book. 
61. Write the plot for a sequel to this book. 


